REMARKS 



Claims 25-31 are pending (new claim 31 being added by this amendment). 

In the aforesaid Office Action, the Examiner objected to claim 26 as having a 
typographical error. Applicants have amended the claim accordingly. 

The Examiner rejected claims 25-27, 29 and 30 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by Harris (5,725,814), and claim 28 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harris in view of Tiernan et al. (6,579,484), stating, in part, that Harris 
teaches a method of making a catheter shaft having a first and second layer, and a co- 
tapered section comprising co-extruding the second layer with the first layer and forming 
the co-tapered section by reversing the rotation of the first gear pump to at least in part 
form the taper in the first layer, and increasing the speed of the second gear pump to form 
the inverse taper in the second layer (Col. 7, lines 18-32, Figs. 2, 3 and 4). 

However, the teaching of Harris at Col. 7 and in the Figures referred to by the 
Examiner discloses that the speed of the second gear pump is ramped down while the 
speed of the first gear pump is ramped up, to form the inverse co-taper. In contrast, 
Applicant's claims require that the rotation of the gear pump is reversed, not merely that 
the speed is reduced/ramped down. As discussed in Applicant's specification at 
paragraph [0011], as a result of temporarily setting the first gear pump into reverse 
rotation, plastic pressure is removed from the layer being tapered, and the time required 
to taper the first layer from the larger to the smaller wall thickness is advantageously 
reduced, to thereby produce a tailored, shorter transition. 
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The Examiner's attention is directed to Applicant's Figs. 9 and 10, which 
graphically illustrate the formation of embodiments of the inverse co-taper in which the 
rotation of gear pump #1 is reversed. Thus, in Applicant's method, not only is the speed 
of the gear pump in the forward direction reduced to zero, but the speed in the reverse 
direction is increased to a value greater than zero. This method is clearly not disclosed or 
suggested by Harris. As illustrated in the Figures of Harris, the speed of the gear pump is 
reduced but is always at or above zero RPM in the forward rotation direction of the gear 
pump during formation of the inverse co-taper. Thus, unlike Harris's method in which 
the speed of the gear pump is at most reduced to zero, Applicant's method allows the 
speed setting of the first gear pump in the reverse direction to be set at less than, equal to, 
or greater than the speed setting of the first gear pump in the forward direction. 

Applicants have added new claim 31, support for which can be found at paragraph 
[0042] and Fig. 12. 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration, and issuance of a timely Notice of 
Allowance. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized, however, to charge any additional fees 
which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-2425. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FULWIDER PATTON LLP 

By: /Gunther O. Hanke/ 

Gunther O. Hanke, Reg. No. 32,989 
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